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WITNESS SUMMONS — PARLIAMENTARY PRECINCT 

Matter of Privilege — Ruling by President 
THE PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): Last night, Hon Jon Ford raised a matter alleging a breach of privilege 
concerning the attempted serving of a summons on him and the subsequent serving of a summons on a staff 
member during a sitting of the house. Standing order 155 requires the President to rule on whether the matter is 
one that affects the privileges of the house under the Parliamentary Privileges Act 1891. Section 1 of the 
Parliamentary Privileges Act 1891 states, in part — 

The Legislative Council … and their members and committees, have and may exercise — 

… 

(b) to the extent that they are not inconsistent with this Act, the privileges, immunities 
and powers by custom, statute or otherwise of the Commons House of Parliament of 
the United Kingdom and its members and committees as at 1 January 1989. 

Erskine May’s Parliamentary Practice, 21st edition, states at page 125 that, for example, serving or executing 
civil or criminal process within the precincts of either house while the house is sitting, without obtaining the 
leave of the house, is a contempt. I therefore rule that the matter is one that affects the privileges of the house, 
and I call on Hon Jon Ford to move the appropriate motion.  

Motion 
HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [11.03 am] — without notice: I move — 

(1) that the Standing Committee on Procedure and Privileges inquire into and report on the 
attempted serving of a summons on a member during a sitting of the house; and  

(2) that I be excused as a member of the committee for the purposes of this inquiry.  

In moving this motion, I must say that I am in no way attempting to obstruct the course of action of the Supreme 
Court in carrying out what it considers to be a matter of importance. Rather, I am trying to deal with an issue that 
demonstrates to the Western Australian public the primacy of this place over other jurisdictions. For the first 
time yesterday, I experienced an example of why the privileges of this house are so important. I was called out of 
this chamber during question time, which as all members know is an important part of our democracy, under the 
pretext that I should go and sign some papers, not because somebody was attempting to serve a summons on me. 
Subsequent to that, I was the lead speaker for the opposition in the debate on an important bill to this house, 
being the Approvals and Related Reforms (No. 2) (Mining) Bill 2009, and I was distracted from that duty 
because I was trying to deal with the matters raised within the summons. That shows the net effect these matters 
can have. It seems to me that my first duty is to the people of Western Australia in dealing with these important 
matters, and that it is not, while I am in this place, to any other jurisdiction. That is what I and all other members 
have been elected to do. I urge members of the house to support this motion.  

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [11.05 am]: Mr President, the 
government acknowledges your ruling and agrees with the conclusion that you have reached. It is now 
appropriate for the Standing Committee on Procedure and Privileges to deal with the matter. It is also 
appropriate that Hon Jon Ford does not remain a member of that committee during the deliberations on this 
matter. His motion is perfectly in order and the government supports it.  

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [11.06 am]: I indicate the obvious; 
that is, we support the motion moved by Hon Jon Ford. The circumstances that have been described to the house 
warrant further investigation. The first part of the motion is appropriate because it goes to an important matter of 
what can and cannot occur on parliamentary premises. The second part of the motion is also appropriate given 
that the matter goes to circumstances in which Hon Jon Ford is involved, so it is appropriate that he not sit as a 
member of the committee.  

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [11.06 am]: I was gravely concerned when I heard what had 
happened yesterday and I thoroughly support an investigation into this matter. It goes to some very serious 
matters about the potential to interfere with a member’s capacity to operate within the Parliament. I will be 
happy to participate in that inquiry. 

HON MAX TRENORDEN (Agricultural) [11.07 am]: The National Party has a similar point of view. Similar 
to all members, I was appalled to hear what happened to Hon Jon Ford yesterday. I am even more worried given 
the nature of the events in this chamber and Parliament over the past two or three years, and the confusion of 
activities involving the Corruption and Crime Commission and members of Parliament. It just amazes me that a 
legal firm would take this position. We see it in the gravest of lights. This issue should be looked at quickly. 
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Whatever our decision, it should come out very quickly. We obviously support Hon Jon Ford not participating 
on the committee.  

Question put and passed.  
 


